






































































Reverend Dr. Barbara Anne Keely, Honorably Retired 

My ministries through and for the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 

Following graduation from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1987, I was ordained by 

Seattle Presbytery. I believe that with ordination, my membership is lodged in a 

Presbytery which is my primary community for ministry. And as I move to Honorably 

Retired, I thank the Committee on Ministry for inviting me to describe my involvement in 

the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area since 1991. 

I was an active minister-member in the Presbytery of the James during the four years I 

was earning my doctorate from the Presbyterian School of Christian Education (now 

part of Union Seminary) in Richmond, VA. In 1991, I transferred to this Presbytery and 

joined the faculty of United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities, where I taught and 

served in administration for 24 years. My primary position was Professor of Christian 

Education and Congregational Spirituality; in 2011, I was installed into the Schilling 

Chair of Religious Leadership and Church Administration, which including supervising 

UTS student church interns ( 4yrs ). I also served as Director of Continuing Education 

(4yrs), and Director of the Master of Divinity Degree (6yrs) . 

In 2015, I left UTS and began a calling in transitional ministry. From 2015 - 2022, I 

served as a transitional pastor at Baldwin, St. Croix, Shakopee, and Maple Plain. Later 

in 2022, I served as part-time bridge pastor at Plymouth. I have been blessed to have 

several opportunities through the years to be a supply preacher and teach in our 

churches, and am delighted they continue into my retirement from full-time ministry. 

My teaching at UTS included Christian education (children/youth/adult), spiritual life 

(individual and congregation), church leadership and administration, stewardship, and 

the senior integrative seminar. And I kept my courses grounded in the local church by 

always being there myself. I began at St. Luke Church, serving as the youth director (2 

years), then taught courses and led events at Westminster (2yrs), and became parish 

associate at Presbyterian Church of the Way (?yrs). Bill Chadwick invited me to be his 

part-time co-pastor at the Wahkon and McGrath Churches, Northern Waters Presbytery 

(?yrs), and I was parish associate at Plymouth Church in 2012. The movement 

between the local church and classroom enriched my work in both contexts, but I had to 

step away from regular pastoral work when I became director of UTS' Contextual 

Studies, working with students in the churches where they were interning. As UTS is, 

by charter, an ecumenical seminary, I also worked with other denominations. 

Another core course I taught yearly was "Presbyterian History, Worship and Polity", 

which included the Presbyterian candidates at Bethel, Luther, and UTS, as well as 

others who were interested. I chose to become Presbyterian when I was 20, partially 

because of PCUSA polity, and began teaching polity while in Richmond, VA. For 

almost 20 years, it was a privilege to gather students from the Twin Cities seminaries, 

always with different theological emphases and experiences, and invite them learn from 

each other what it is to be Presbyterian - and a pastor. At the request of the 
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